33 Soil-transmitted helminths (STH) have remained a major threat to human especially children 34 in developing countries including Nigeria. Interventions have always been geared towards 35 school-aged children, neglecting preschool-aged children and occupational risk adults. The 36 Soil-Transmitted Helminthiasis Advisory Committee (STHAC) recently suggested 37 incorporating other at-risk groups. In the context of this recommendation, this study assessed 38 the associated risk of STH infection among agrarian communities of Kogi State, Nigeria. A 39 total of 310 individuals of all ages participated in the cross-sectional survey. Stool samples 40 were analyzed using standard Kato-Katz method. A total of 106 (34.2%) individuals were 41 infected with at least one STH. Hookworm was the most prevalent (18.1%); followed by 42 Ascaris lumbricoides (16.8%). Worm intensity was generally light. Prevalence of infection 43 was similar between four age groups considered (preschool, school, 'women of reproductive 44 age' and older at-risk group). Poor socio-economic status (SES) was a major risk for STH 45 infection. Using a 20-assets based criteria, 68 (23.1%) and 73 (24.7%) of 295 questionnaire 46 respondents were classified into first (poorest) and fifth (richest) wealth quintiles respectively.
248 Prevalence and infection intensity report on the 310 participants was provided while socio-249 economic status and risk estimates used the 295 properly completed questionnaires. 251 Prevalence of infection was compared using chi-square analysis or Fisher's exact test. Asset-252 based approach was used to group study participants into different socio-economic status 253 [27, 28] . Possession of different assets considered indicators of socio-economic status (SES) 254 was used to develop a single composite variable SES. Twenty assets were used (S1 Table) .
255 Principal component analysis (PCA) extracted the key components. Seven principal 256 components were extracted and the first component which explained 24.9% of total variation 257 served as SES; its factor score loading helped group individuals into quintiles [27](S1 Table) .
258 Quintile 1 (Q1) represented the poorest who possessed assets associated with lowest extreme 259 of SES, or who did not possess most assets associated with wealth. Quintile 2 (Q2) were poor, 260 Q3 were average (neither poor nor rich), Q4 were rich while Q5 were the richest. The five 261 quintiles were dummy-coded and used for further analysis. Some assets were either combined 262 or excluded; possession of tiled floor was combined with cement floor and both retained as (Table 1) . Difference in prevalence of the three STH was significant (χ 2 = 27.097, p < 279 0.0001). STH infections were recorded in the two LGAs. Out of 167 and 143 participants, 58 280 (34.7%) and 48 (33.6%) respectively were infected in Ibaji and Igalamela-Odolu LGAs; the 281 difference was not significant (χ 2 = 0.046, p = 0.829). Prevalence of STH infection 282 collectively and specifically was similar between the four age groups considered, namely 283 PSAC (0 -4yr), SAC (5 -18 yrs), 'women of reproductive age and men in similar age 284 bracket' (19 -45 yrs), and older at-risk groups (> 45 yrs; Fig 1) . 285 286 p = 0.912 p = 0.745 p = 0.627 p = 0.885 390 N = number examined. PR = prevalence ratio; CI = confidence interval. *Included in the 391 section for ease of result presentation. **other toilet types apart from the ones listed. Except 392 SES, types of toilet and "when medicine was received for worm" which has 1 indicated as 393 reference, the reference value for all other determinants is 1 and represent the group that 394 responded "no" to each of the questions concerned. 395 
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